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Statement of Policy 

Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools is committed to supporting student success 
through regular and consistent school attendance. 

 

Rationale  

In accordance with The Education Act, 1995, every parent, guardian or other person 
having charge of a pupil who is of compulsory school age shall take all steps that are 
necessary to ensure regular attendance of that pupil: 
 
Consistent attendance is essential for academic achievement, personal growth, and the 
full development of each student’s God-given potential. 
 
Authority 

➢ The Education Act, 1995 – Sections 156, 157 
 
 
Guidelines 

Attendance Exemptions 
 
A student may be excused from attending school under the following conditions, as 
outlined in The Education Act, 1995: 
 

• The student is receiving equivalent instruction elsewhere, with the approval of the 

Director of Education or designate. 

• The student is ill, attending a medical appointment, or experiencing another 

unavoidable circumstance that prevents attendance. 

• The student is traveling with a parent or guardian for an extended period outside the 

division. 

• The Director of Education or designate determines that it is in the best interest of the 

student to be exempted from further attendance. 

• The Director of Education or designate finds that continued attendance is not 

productive or is detrimental to the student’s wellbeing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Code I: Students 
 

ICA Student Attendance: Compulsory Attendance 
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Roles and Responsibilities 
 

Principals will: 
 

• Be authorized to implement procedures that are consistent with the Education Act 

and other directives issued by the Ministry of Education, Board of Education, and 

within the limitation established by the Director of Education. 

• Implement and maintain a clear and accessible system for parents and guardians to 

report student absences in a timely manner. 

• Monitor attendance patterns and implement strategies to re-engage the student if a 

student is absent for more than four school days in any calendar month without a 

valid excuse. 

• Collaborate with families and school staff to address chronic absenteeism through 

appropriate interventions. 

Parents and Guardians will: 
 

• Communicate promptly with the school regarding student absences. 

• Work collaboratively with school staff to support regular and consistent attendance. 

Intervention and Support 
 

Schools will work in partnership with families to address barriers to attendance. In cases 
of chronic absenteeism, a range of supports and interventions will be initiated. If a 
student is absent for twenty (20) consecutive school days, they may be withdrawn from 
enrollment at the Principal’s discretion, using the appropriate Ministry coding and in 
accordance with The Education Act, 1995. 
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